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Itorassus sonneraii, l Cornmerson, Lodoicea Callipyge and
Cocos maritima,- Persoon, Lodoicea maldivica.* At last La
Billardiere was able to give a botanical description of it under
its present name, Lodoicea Seychellarum,* to which he added
figures from specimens preserved in spifits, together with a
representation of the tree from a drawing made in the
Seychelles Islands by M. Lillet. The description is followed by
an account of the uses of the palm, communicated to the Museum
of Natural History in Paris by M. Queau-Quincy, Correspondent
et Administrates General des Isles Seychelles. The description,
however, was still deficient in many points, and it was to be
expected that a botanist like W. J. Hooker oould find no rest
before he had discovered everything about that interesting tree.
"These accounts (of La Billardiere)", he writes in 1827, "in con-
junction with some nuts that Mr. Barclay and myself received from
our inestimable friend and correspondent, Charles Telfair, Esq.,
of the Mauritius, only served to stimulate our curiosity; and
we requested Mr. Telfair to procure, either from the palms
that he informed us were cultivated in the Isle of France, or
from the Seychelles Islands, such specimens as .would enable us
to publish more satisfactory delineations than had yet appeared.
"The Isle of France palms had not yet fructified; but
Mr. Telfair lost no time in begging his friend, J. Harrison, Esq.,
of the Seychelles, to obtain the necessary specimens. With the
utmost promptitude and kindness that gentleman devoted several
days to visiting, with a dozen of blacks, the Isles of Praslin
and Gurieuse; and in the midst of those little-known islands,
he not only made drawings from the living trees, but procured
and forwarded to us, through Mr. Telfair, the male and female
spadices and fruit, in different states, preserved in spirits, with
leaves, a seedling plant, and even a portion of the trunk. All
these, except the fully ripened fruit, arrived in safety. A perfect
representation, therefore, of the mature nut, is still wanting."
This want has been supplied, in the meantime, by various
botanists, and the once so mysterious Sea Coconut tree is as
well known as any other.
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